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the Council of Trent, and maintaining his right to
appoint to vacant bishoprics and benefices, and that
of his parliaments to receive appeals from the
ecclesiastical courts and even to deprive bishops of
their sees, an abomination in the eyes of the High
Church and Ultramontane party.

On the death of Clement VIII. (March, 1605)
French influence and gold brought about the election
of the Cardinal Alexander de* Medici (Leo XL), and
on his death within less than a month after his
elevation, of the Cardinal Camillo Borghese (Paul
V.), a prelate who, at any rate, was no friend of
Spain.

But nothing did more to raise the French King's
reputation and influence in Italy than his successful
mediation in a quarrel concerning ecclesiastical im-
munities between the Pope and Venice (1606).
Spain hoped as the champion of the Church to
obtain a pretext for attacking and humbling the
Republic, which had been the persevering and
dangerous, though cautious opponent of her Italian
policy. Henry IV., on the other hand, owed a debt
of gratitude to Venice, which had been the first
Roman Catholic power publicly to acknowledge his
title, and he more than repaid that debt by enabling
the Senate to conclude an arrangement with the
Holy See by which Paul V. virtually surrendered
all disputed points, and thereby abandoned that
claim of the spiritual power to pre-eminence over the
temporal, which Rome had struggled during so many
centuries to establish. But the Italians were less
impressed by a concession, which marks an epoch